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Mr. Palmer's Clever War Story—An Ingenuous Vaga-
Reprimands.

bond Heroine—Four Social

Remote Newfoundland, a Talented Peasant Boy, and
a Gospel Legend in New Fiction.

Five Works of Biography—

Literature, Chess and Other Subjects.

Books on Painting, English

Fictitious warfare is not the mont
exciting form of reading, so that ‘t s
just as well that the central point of
Frederick Palmer's “The Last Shot"
(Charles Bcribner's Sons) should be
the struggle In & woman's soul over
what it is right for her to do rather
than the demonstration of the wrong-
fulness of war, To the two tyypical na-
tions, armed to the teeth, as is the fash-
lon In Europe, the author does not deign
to give names. The aggressors attack
when they are ready, but the other side
is prepared. There are no especial in-
novations except that there is a good
deal of fighting by airships and the
power of ammunition is perhaps in.
creased. The greater operations are
a trifle misty, but the incidents of fight-
ing are vivid and give the chance for
sketching character.

The scene is the heroine's home,
which serves as the headquarters of the
invading army. She objects to this
becauss she belleves in universal peacs,
and tries hard to make the opposing
commanders desist. Bhe wishes to re-
main neutral, but is gradually forced
to take the side of the attacked coun-
try. She sples on the invading General,
who is driven merely by personal ambi-
tion, helps to lead him into a trap, and
after a while feels justified by the re-
sult. It is clever work and there is
enough of a story to hold the reader’s
attention throughout, dbut though the
author makes many an opportunity to
declaim eloquently against war we can-
not ses that he has demonstrated that
war is unjustifiable. With grim humor
he makes both commanders dodge bul-
lets instinctively at the end, because
with all their work at headquarters
neither had been under fire before in his
life

A Vagaboad Herolne.

An agreeable variation in the Broad
Highway style of stories is made by
F. Tennyson Jesse in “The Milky Way"
(George H, Doran Company) by making
the vagabond a girl and an art student
at that, We are informed that the au-
ther is & niece of the poet; surely she
can only be a great great grandniece,
for the story is ingenuously young.
There is a hero of course, also a Vaga-
bond; he plays on & penny whistle,
and {nevitably his name s Peter,
These young people are penniless and
homeless; they meet with one absurd
adventure after another, or rather pass
through one continuous adventure that
is transformed into something unex-
pected at every turn like the pantomime
tricks. As they progress they guther
in their train a strange retinue, @&
baby, & ha!f witted girl, two female art
students, a cat, an estimable youth and
others who drop off.

The adventures are often exciting and
generally amusing, they spread across
all England and even across the Chan-
nel to Paris and Provence. They are
sccompanied with much pretty senti-
ment, which somehow is reminiscent of
the models the author has followed and
does not sound as genuine as her fun.
The trip to Provence i a mistake, for
it is taken probably to lengthen out
the story, and the author indulges in
recollections of travel which jar with
the general tone. What is worse, her
vagabonds engage in the Philistine en-
deavor to earn money. When she gets
ready 1o wind up she allows the heroine
to decide that she does love Peter and
marries them. The author is inclined
to carry the frank expressions of the
studios a bit too far, but she rarely
approaches impropriety. She has writ-
ten & very entertaining book, which
would have been better with & little ju-
dicivus pruning.

Tales That Chide Soclety.

The harm that |8 done by the empty
lives brought on by the pursult of
soclal ambitions {s the theme of James
Oppenhelm in “1dle Wives” (the Cen-
tury Company), so his people must be
tuken as types that must {llustrate the
theme and not as human beings. Other-
viva it would be difficult to see how
within seven years a capable settle-
ment worker who does her own house-
work on marrying should have drifted
entirely away from her children and

her ideals, She {m aroused by her
brother's engagement to his stenogras-
vher, with a needless early marl.
tal  misadventure to her account,
10 novert herself, which she does
t leaving her husband and fame-
ily and becoming & probation of-
ficer In that capacity she is

enalled to rescue the wayward daugh-
ter of some estimable. dwellers In ten-
emer When that is done her hus-
band has learned not to pursue wealth
for own sake and she returns to

! ministers in doing so. Our function s

out of it, or of his wife's soclety, his
children or his friends. Neither is he
pleased with his Intellectual attainments
nor with the state of his morals. Hav-
ing exposed the hollow sham that the
average rich man of' New York ls, the
author proceeds to rescue this particular
one. A visit to the home of his con-
fidential clerk, who lives sensibly, im-
pels him to plead with his wife to lead
& more aincere life with him, and she
agrees. He I8 helped in his meditations
by comparisons with his father and
grandfather. Again a sermon against
society ae It is,

A little more imagination, perhaps,
would have saved the Rev. Charles M.
Sheldon from any Imputation of irrev-
erence in writing “Jesus Is Here'"” (Hod-
der and Btoughton; George H. Doran
Company). He certainly intends none
in his assumption that the Baviour re-
turns to earth, for ha merely chooses
the form of fictlon for his sermon, and
if he takes for granted that the Divine
will favors his own views on public mat-
ters he iIs certainly not alone among

simply to form an estimate of the story.
Bo far as we can see, the effect of the
aAppearance on the church people s
merely to confirm them in thelir faith,
which was apparently a litile shaky.
The author is very effective in making
people unable to describe the appear-
ance, in the Impression the news makes
on the publle, and In the striking picture
of the editor who is bound to get at
the truth of the matter. He shows dis-
crimination in never quoting words or
sayings, but reporting only the sub-
stance of speeches. The good taste of
the manner in which social matters are
dealt with, such as child labor and the
lquor question, or church affairs, the
reader will decide according to his own
prejudices. The impression made by the
book is not very strong, but the public
it appeals to is a peculiar one,

Heredity at Vault.

In Prisclila Craven's story of “Clrce's
Daughter” (DufMeld and Company) the
daughter in question did not turn out
as her friends feared. Inherited im-
pulses may have made themselves felt
in her blood, but Claudia reslsted them
very well and she was not like her
mother. It was a mistake to marry Gil-
bert Currey, who was a se!f-centred and
not very interesting person. Carey Im-
age, friend of the famlily, had indeed a
queer name, but his discernment was
excellent. He had no diMiculty in per-
celving that Glibert's consideration of
marriage was calculating and unroman-
tic, not to say cold, We had our own
doubts of Gilbert early In the story on
reading that “the nostrils of his well
shaped nose were somewhat wide, de-
noting his energy and driving power.”
We felt that he could be disagreeabls.

Claudia’s mother thought well of
Ninon de I'Enclos, but Claudia hardly
showed a disposition to Imitate that
unseruphlous beauty. The chapter en-

titled “Two In a Studlo" shows that
Circe's daughter had herself under
pretty good control, Hamllton, the

artist, was surprised and annoyed at her
powers of restraint. He was nnt a won-
derful lover, and the reader wiil Lardly
share hls surprise. As for Colin Paton,
the soclologist, he was far from being a
dangerous man. He had no melfish or
Incendlary qualities, He was a good and
falthful friend, who waited patiently and
long, and when he received and oheyed
the telegram, “Come. Claudia,” it was
proper for him to go, for the invitation
was from a widow, i .

Other Recent Fiction,

A charming Uttle atory has been con-
structed out of the simplest materials
by George Van Bchaick in “Sweetapple
Cove" (8Small, Maynard and Coinpany,
Boston), A young doctor banishes him-
#elf to a remote and desolate corner of
Newfoundland and finds plenty of work
to keep him busy among the simple
people on the coast. An old gentleman
comes for the salmon fiehing with his
yacht and his daughter and is lald up
with a broken leg, They stay on, with
the result that may be anticipated.

Bhe 18 an unusually nice girl. The
doctor Is a fine fellow, the minister, his |
wife, the fishermen are delightful, a|
salmon ls caught and an elk shot, there |
is salling in storm and fog. all Joined
in an enjoyable story in a nove! setting,

The pleasant story of a talented peas- |
ant boy who makes his way through |
school on a medi@val endowment is told
by Mary J, H, Bkrine in “Bedesman 4"
(The Century Company). He is never |
ashamed of his parents and his sister, |
whom he leaves behind him as he ad-
vances, IHe |s aided by a nlee girl, The |

! ! determined to make it & home,
The rv ia told fluently and no doubt
L will be ashamed of itself,
A moral tale also is told by Maximil-
in Poster in “Keeping Up Appear- |
A discontented
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lagt part, which describes his college |
career, ls less satisfactory and In the |
episode with his servant girl sister the
author ls rather snobbish.

In “Wayside Neighbors" (Longmuans, |
Green and Company) the anonymous
author showa the same distinetion of
style that marked her previous sketehoes,
She unfortunately selects gloomy sub-
Jects and regards them in no cheerful |
spirit, so that the religious reflections |
with which they close are hardly con-
soling, The vivid reallsm Is striking |
and so s the condescension with which
the author looks upon coarser clay. The
superfority of the army oflicer over his |
subordinates seems to have become part |
of her nature, ‘

In spite of a certain artlessness 17, 17,
Hingham has written an entertaining |
story pleasantly in “Ashors at Malden's
Walk” (HBroadway  Publishing  Come-
pany). It tells of the cruise of a cotton
schooner along the Florida coast after
It has been taken as o prizge in the lust

daye of the war, A Yankea prize crew
with an amiable ofMicer and a belllgerent
Confederate maiden with a philosophte

[ father keep the reader amused, while

tha author exhibits his nantlcal knowl-
vl

The form of fiction has been chosen

the Hewv, e, Newell Dwight Hilils

to convey tho lsgend of the tirst writing

pent and how little he 'lll‘lhlwﬂ of the Gospels in "The Story of

& L]

Phedrus” (Macmillans), It is an in-
teresting story In spite of various ex-
cursions into Roman social life. The
Weakest portions, we auspect, are the
:Imbollllhmonu that constitute the “fic-
on."

Like & number of other English eto-
rles in recent years “Drum's House," by
Ida Wild (E., P. Dutton and Company),
dawdies along pleasantly and cheertully,
with a cynical bit here and there, to end
suddenly In a hideous tragedy, There ia
nothing to prepare the reader for this,
&8 there is no hint of any sort of per-
versity in the people concerned. It
seems to be a sudden and unpleasant
whim of the author's,

A humorous protest against manag-
ing women, no matter how capable, is
made by Alice Duer Miller in a short
story called “Things” (Charles Scrib-
ner's Bons). Women who like to have
l.l‘llnn Just so will hardly pelish the'
atory.

Nine wvery well written stories by
Richard Curle are iIncluded in “Life ls
& Dream"” (Doubleday, Page and Com-
pany). Almost all are disagreeabls,
though in the cases where the author
ocares to tell the story they are effective
enough. In the longest tale, describing
a4 boarding house in Malaga, with ita
Inmates, the psychology Is so subtle
that it escapes us, though it is clear that
the author dild not llke his fellow
boarders.

The experiences of four hoys who
started a theatre in the barn are related
by Max Aley In “The Barnstormers”
(Charles Bcribner's Bons). The book
seems to be not #0 much a story as an
Incentive to other boys to do likew!se, |
the narrator describing how things were |
done and providing the plote of several |
melodramas.

Biographical,

It is & commentary on'*Tolstoy” rather
than a bographical sketch that Edward
Garnett haws contributed to the “Modern
Blographies” wmeries (Constable and
Company; Houghton MifMin Company).
If the reader is famillar with the blog-
raphy and the writings of Tolstoy he
may be able to determine how applicable
the isolated phrases and brief judg-
ments are which the blographer employs
in Impressionistic fashion. In the little
book he tries to cover too much ground
and cares more to make known his own
high estimate of Tolstoy than to put his
information in a form that may en-
light 'n the reader.

An Interesting mccount of the last
years of “Joseph Pulitzer” Is given by |
Alleyne Ireland (Mitchell Kennerley, |
New York). The author was greatly |
interested in his employer, and while |
admiring him for many qualities and
sympathizing with his afMiction de- |
scribes frankly and vividly his manner |
and his mental attitude and the diffcul-
ties under which the men who tried to
serve him worked. It Is an excellent
and honest picture of one side of Mr,
Pulitzer in the last two years of his
life.

One of the most entertaining of blog- !
raphles, a wide read classic in its day,
Edward John Trelawney's “Adventures
of & Younger Bom, has been added in a
two volume form to the attractive re-
i*reue of “Bohn's Popular Library” in
pocket volumes printed on thin paper.
The early life of the man who was to|
be Shelley's and Byron's Trelawney was |
as thrilling a romance as any that|
Stevenson Imagined, at least according |
to Trelawney's own account. It s a!
book that deserves to be better known
by the present generation, if not us a
biography, at any rate as a tale of
adventure, {

Though the volume of “lAfe, Letters|
and Addresses of John rulg Have. |
meyer” (Fleming H. Revell Company) !
is devoted chiefly to the religlous ae.
tivities and reforms in which ha en-
gaged, there is matter of more general
interest In the extracts from diaries
and letters which describas mocial econ-
ditlons in New York half a century or
more ago.

A blography of John IHyde Da Forest,
a Yale graduate who £pént many vears
in Japan, “The Evolution of a _\I:r««;-\u-|
ary,” by his daughter, Charlotte B. De
Forest (Fleming H. Revell Company),
gives an interesting picture of lifa (n|
Japan and of the pecullar difMoculties |
missionaries in that country have to
contend with,

Practical Tnformation.

Two more of Prof. John C. Van Dyvka's
helpful little *New Guides to O!d Mas-
ters" (Charles Bcribner's Sons) that |
have come to hand, “Ameterdam, The |
Hague, Haarlem” and “Brussels, Ant- |
werp,” should almost be bound together, |
for travellers who need the cne must |
almost inevitably nced the other also, |
Where such a complete survey of the
Dutch and Flemish painters is possible
it 18 rather provoking that the author
should restrict himself to the galleries
The first class pictures in churches and
public bulldings would add little to th: |
bulk of the volumes, Antwerp without
the Rubens in the cathedral seems ab-!
surd, 1

The “Introduction to the Study of'
English Literature,” by W. T. Young|
(Cambridge Unlversity Press; . I’
Putnam's Sons), {s a remarkably sen-|
sible little book, a really helpful g#ide !
to literature, provided It is not per-|
verted nto a text book., Tt is In c-u!;-I
stance a well digested bolling down of
the essentials in the big “Cambridee
Ilistory of Iinglish Literature,” an out-
lina of the books there are to be read |
There 1s no reason why youth on dis-
covering in this book the authors It
thinks it would like should not turn
directly to them, Instead of first having
its ardor quenched by consulting the
“History" to which the author refers
him and slmmilar books,

Though burdened by a good deal of
pedagogical scaffolding, there I8 much
good sense In Julla Darrow Cowleg's
“Tha Art of Story Telling" (A, O '“'"i
Clurg and Company, Chicago). 1t s |

-

not a manual of ecomposition, but g |
set of direetions as to how to tell stories
verbally, With these she prints a |

number of simpla stories which
valuable as examples for intelligent
tenchers of tha Kind of stories “Il'\‘l‘
should pick out themselvea for their |
young charges,

Much general advice to persons m.i

PETER PIPER

The Boy, The Girl, The Woman
By Doris Egerton Jones
Ilustrated, $1.38 net

“MHasg a richness of quality that will commeand
itito people who lihe sumething voore ihan a mere
story im cton,"—Nogw York Times,

“The author (s of (he alect— aven though (his
be a last ax well ag a flrat novel Philadealphia
North Amarican,

Get & copy from your bookseller or from

Gieorge W, Jucebs & Ce,, Fhiladelphia.

nre |
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Owen Johnson’s

Greatest Novel

WILL BE PUBLISHED MAY 9th

By THE BOBBS-MERRILL COMPANY

The Salamande

HE Salamander comes roving from

somewhere out of theimmense reaches

of the nation, revolting against the
commonplace of an inherited narrowness,
neither sure of what she seeks nor conscious
of what forces impel or check her.

She brings no letters of introduction, but
she comes resolved to know whom she
chooses. _

She meets them all, the men of New
York, the mediocre, the interesting, the
powerful, the flesh-hunters, the brutes, and
those who seek only an amused mental
relaxation.

She attracts them by hook or crook, in
defiance of conventions, compelling their
attention in ways that at the start hope-
lessly mystify them and lead to mistakes.

Then she calmly sets them right and
forgives them.

A girl of the present dayin revolt,
adventurous, eager, and unafraid;
without standards or home ties;
with a passion to explore but
not to experience, and a
curiosity fed by the zest of life.

tending to build that should prove
uselus A properly pondered on s sup-
plied by Benjamin A. Howes in “Bulld-
ing, by a Bullder" (Doubleday,
and Company). The author criticises

| many things that are done commonly

both by the prospective owners and
the persons they employ, he suggests
many important things that should be
uttended te, and his remarks apply to
publiec bulldings as well as to private
vonstructions

A set of Interesting and lnnlrur'l!\'al

problems will be found In a little book
by W, I', Turnbull, “Chessmen in Ac-
tion," (George Routledge and Sons; E,
1. Dutton and Company). Solutions
are given at the end.

An interesting report on the economie
conditfons und prospects of British
women who have a professional trains
ing has been edited by Edith J, Morley
m “Women Workers in Seven I'rofes-
stons” (Georps  HRoutledge and Bons;
15, 1'% Dutton and Company), The re-
port on teaching ls the longest, as that
probably affeets the largest number of
nest comes nursing and after
Other occupations are
denlt with more brictly; they are sani-
tary inspectors, the eivil service, clerks
and Becrctaries and actressea, Muchat.
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Joseph Conrad
(Second Large Printing)

CHANGE

“Mr. Conrad sees  through
wornen's eves, thinks women's
thoughts In & "IP' that would
scem almost indelleate were it

oL s gl
of & master
Chicago Record-Herajd,

Net $1.35

o UChanee Is the work

Page |

tention s glven to statistics.
women who are discontented with their
lot might learn something from this
survey of the relative disadvantage 1=
der which their British sistgrs aro liv-
ing. The writers of the articles ate il
women.,

A new edition of a sensible book by
Dr. Edward O, Otis, “The Great White

4 Al .
Plague,” {8 published under the chanced  the matter as plain as need be, and T/I(" ]f()_\‘fnn Ir.f;”‘\‘('r;pr
and more appropriate title “Tubercu- + the other book encourages hope, - .
losis, Its Cause, Cure and I'revention” A leecture on “The Fundamental Basls (\'[“\ ]i lln['“n]nl””l\' d]s-
(Thomas Y. Crowell and Company). 0of Nutritton™ by Dr. Graham Lusk, .
The text has been revised, but tne  explaining clearly and simply the scien-

author finds that while organization to
fight the disease has increased greatly
few new discoveries have

N

in | mince the flrst edition appeared., In
wrrangement and language the object
of informing the layman is, kept in

Anier

THE BLINDNESS
OF VIRTUE by

Cosmo Hamilton

The same subject I8 treated also with
the requirements of the layman {n mind
by Dir. Lawrence F. Plick tn “Consump-
tlon, A Curable and Preventable Disease"
(Peter Reilly, Philadeiphia) It makes

cerning, persuasive and
pleasurable. A parable

tifie view of nutrition, {s printed by f{t-
sclf by the Yale University I'ress, New
Haven.

been made

of the times.

25,

Net

| GEORGE H. DORAN COMPANY

&1, at  Booksellers

‘New York

Gﬁom . Desertandﬁ\r&Ajax

EDWARD S. MOFFAT
Leve, Mystery, Humor, Sunlight, and Sagebrush._

Read this' splendid love !

Easterner! ) i
story of wonderful, sunlit f\‘cvldl.
Westerner! Smell the sage, See the

hot, dry lakes again—the ragged moun-
tains blue with haze. The .true heart
of the West—the consuming love of big,
genial Dick Holly, ranchman, for the
sweet-eyed Trapeze Girl of the little
circus stranded on Mhlosb Desert—the [
Strong Woman, ioveusly working her
own gold mine—~Drybone, the old desert- |
rat foreman—the rich Philadelphian— !
the unfortunate Mormon Bishop,—all
these and many more real, human
eople are waiting for you—on tip-toel
old with a great big gulp on the
humanities that has not been equalled
for many moons.
Get your copy now—Today, [lustrated, $1.85 nal.
MOFFAY, YARD A COMPANY, NEW YORK

MrsAjax

All advertisements
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in the book pages
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reprinted without
cost to the

advertiser in J
The Sun Weekly
Book Review,

l__.______ s




